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Health Crisis Management
Fake news and misinformation pose significant threats to public safety and personal well-being. There has been fake news circulating regarding the ineffectiveness of Covid-19 vaccines. The spread of misinformation through conspiracy theories that termed Covid-19 as a bio-generated virus in a Wuhan lab, made people think the vaccines were harmful. In addition, people developed fake cures such as gargling with salt water or lemon, hydroxychloroquine, and bleach agents injections (Van Der Linden et al., 2022). Most people embraced the fake cures in an attempt to avoid the 'harmful Covid-19 vaccines." Fake news regarding the efficacy of vaccines can have severe consequences on public health and therefore should be regulated appropriately.  
 	Misinformation has a significant impact on the global public health. First, hesitancy to take vaccines as a result of misinformation which destroyed public trust increased the rate of infection and hospitalization. Second, the fake sense of security provided by the fake cures made the public more vulnerable to the Covid-19 virus (Van Der Linden et al., 2022). Second, avoidance of vaccines due to alleged ineffectiveness and harm undermines the public health strategies put in place to control and manage the virus (Marco-Franco et al., 2021). Therefore, misinformation can increase the incidence of infection and hospitalization hence overwhelming healthcare systems due to limited facilities and resources as compared to the number of patients in need.
	Fake news can be controlled through the provision of accurate information from trusted sources, monitoring and responding to fake news, increasing digital literacy, and taking legal measures against people or organizations spreading fake information. Trusted organizations such as state and federal governments, regional and national hospitals, newspapers, and World Health Organization should focus on providing the people with the most accurate information which is evidence-based. Relevant authorities and agencies should keep monitoring to identify and address fake news before they are consumed by a large number of people (Pennycook et al., 2020). Digital literacy is another effective control strategy because it will allow people to understand that not all information they see on the internet is accurate. Finally, enforcing laws and punishing offenders associated with the spread of misinformation can help address this problem. 
	In conclusion, fake news has a significant influence on what people believe about the contagious disease and their treatment strategies. The fake news surrounding Covid-19 made people avoid vaccines, hence increasing infection rates and overwhelming healthcare systems. In the future, appropriate control strategies should be implemented to stop the spread of misinformation.
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